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Abstract

This work summarizes the life of the Jews in the Ashkenaz communities in the
Middle Ages from the aspects of the management of authority, obedience and protest.
The beginning of the rise of the Ashkenaz communities took place with the descent of
the importance of Babylonia as the center of the Jewish world. The structure of the
Jewish world became a widespread net of disconnected communities in which each
community was autonomous and isolated. The fact that the Jews had received
permission from the Christian government to manage their lives independently

contributed to their authority.

The rule of the Ashkenaz communities in the Middle Ages was based what Talmudic
sources called, “The Children of the City” and the meaning was that the heads of the
community were given the power to decide on amendments for the needs of the city.
On the one hand, the Talmud gives great power to the rulers of the community, but, on
the other hand, sets up a mechanism of control by an “Important Personage” who

criticizes the rule of the community.

Representatives selected by the general public of the city carried out the rule of the
community and every decision of theirs was considered to be accepted by all the

community.

The bases of the rule of the community were produced by the - RAGMA - according
to the five basic rules for governing a community. The - RAGMA - created the spiritual
character of the Jews of Ashkenaz and France, more then any other leader. The leader
after him was - RASHI -, who continued the way of the - RAGMA - in public matters,
and his decisions express the importance of the community and its amendments. The
twelfth century is typical of the continuation of the system, which is based on meetings
of sages, from whom community leaders drew their strength to lead. In the thirteenth
century the Jewish communities were completely united and their institutions were
already defined by conventions of sages who left their mark of influence in their books

of responsa.
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The obedience to the rulings of community became through the majority of the sages
except Rabenu Tam to commands of the Torah, which must be obeyed. Positioning of
obedience in the status of a command from the Torah strengthen the authority of the
community to install amendments of which there is no possibility to appeal. The status
of the amendment as a command from the Torah suits the idea of an covenant of the
late professor Elazar, the basis of which has three elements: G-d - King - Nation and the

obedience strengthens the connection between the Nation and the King.

The obligation of obedience denies the single person’s any kind of protest and the
leaders of the generation always took the side of the heads of the community in case of

a singular protest, except in on outstanding cases.

The Halachtic development in connection with the amendments of the community
present three stages upon which the power of the community leans in order to install
amendments. The first stage was to give the community the authority of a court of law.
The second stage was to give preference to the decision of the community, which could
not be canceled. The third stage is seeing the community as an important court of law in
every city wherein the obedience to its decisions is considered as commandments of the

Torah.

This development suits the model of command developed by Prof.” Avi Sagi.
According to this model, the authority of the appointed was from the power of the

command to listen to them and not from some other reason.

This work intends to carry out the idea of the covenant of the late Prof. Elazar, in
whose basis there are three elements: G-d - King - Nation, on the Jewish rule of the
Ashkenaz communities in the Middle Ages. It seems that the idea which continued

from the kingdom of Israel and was carried out in the period which was examined.

The work also intends to realize the idea of the Three Crowns: “Keter Torah”, “Keter
Malchut” and 7Keter Kehuna”, of Prof. Stuart Cohen, on the Jewish rule in the

Ashkenaz communities in the Middle Ages, and shows that the division of positions of
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rule in Jewish rule was based on this idea. The work also examines the influence of the

idea on the matters of authority, obedience and protest.

The authority of “keter Torah” and “keter Malchut” is a point debated in the Talmud
and in the Poskim. The debate is about whom is allowed to fill these positions. In this
literature, there appear a number of conditions to be fulfilled by the person who fills the

position of “keter Torah” or “Keter Malchut”.

The authority of “Keter Torah” and “Keter Malchut” lean on the acceptance by all the
community or in some cases by the majority. Therefore the leaders of the generations
greatly opposed those who forced themselves on the community in order to receive

these positions.
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